
Twentieth Century Practice. An International Ency-
clopedia of Modern Medical Science. By Leading
Authorities of Europe and America. Edited by
Thomas L. Stedman, M.D., New York City. In
twenty volumes. Volume XVII, "Infectious Dis-
eases and Malignant Neoplasms."New York:
William Wood & Co. 1898.

Owing to " unforeseen " difiiculties in the prepara-
tion of Volume XVI, it is preceded by Volume XVII
on " Infectious Diseases and Malignant New Growths."
The infectious diseases in this volume are only two

—diphtheria and tetanus.
The soctioiiB devoted to malignant new growths

cover cancer, sarcoma, new growths of the skin and of
the female organs of generation.
Dr. W. II. Park, of the New York City Health

. Department, writes on the general pathology and bac-
teriology of diphtheria, and Dr. Jacobi on its symp-
tomatology and treatment, both very competent au-
thorities.
Dr. Victor Babes, of Bucharest, presents the article

on Tetanus, which covers about 170 pages, and is a
careful study of the, subject as understood to-day. The
general pathology of cancer íb discusaeo by W. RogerWilliams, of Bristol, Eng., in a lengthy article of
about 200 pages; the section on tho Symptomatology
and Treatment of Cancer comes from the pen of Dr.
W. B. Coley, of New York, with whose name we as-

sociate the injection of the mixed toxina in sarcoma.
There is an excellent article by Dr. John T. Bowen,

of Boston, on the Malignant New Growths of the
Skin. The last article of the volume, on Malig-
nant Diseases of the Female Organs of Generation,
is by Dr. Edward McGuire, of Richmond, Va.
A Manual of the Practice of Medicine. By Fred-
erick Taylor, M.D., F.R.C.P. Fifth edition.
London: J. & A. Churchill; Philadelphia: P.
Blakiston, Son & Co. 1898.
Dr. Taylor is physician to and lecturer on medicine

at Guy's Hospital. His book has reached a fifth edi-
tion. Iu the last eight years since the first edition ap-
peared it has increased somewhat in bulk, but though
a fat and mature handful, it is still fairly a manual,
aud is a meritorious book of that kind. The kind is
pretty numerous, but, so is the studeut of medicine.

The Eye as an Aid in General Diagnosis. A Hand-
book for the Use of Students and General Prac-
titioners. By E. H. Linnell, M.D. Pp. 248.
Philadelphia: The Edwards & Docher Co. 1897.
This book, written in a simple and direct style, is in-

tended to guide tho practitioner iu general medicine in
acquiring the habit of looking for ocular symptoms in
making his diagnosis in general diseases, iu the same

manner as he habitually takes the pulse, temperature
and respiration, and makes a urinary analysis. The
book is not of the encyclopedic character of Knies'
work on tho same subject but is intended to emphasize
such symptoms as are of direct importance in tho way
of diagnosis.
The work ia divided into two parts : Part 1 in-

cludes affections of the muscles, cornea, iris, lumias
oculi, field of vision, etc. Part II is devoted princi-
pally to the relation of ocular affections to functional
nervous diseases and to the various ocular symptoms
of toxic origin.
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MEASUREMENTS OF PAIN.
In the. study of the functions of the nervous system

the most definite advance has been made in the exact
determination of disturbances of motion. The func-
tion of mind is naturally far too subtle to be accurately
measured by means now at our disposal, and any
progress in this direction can hardly do more than ap-
proximate the facts. Sensation has also been elusive,
and it is chiefly to the psychologists of the modern
school that we owe what accurate knowledge we have
of this fundamental function of the nervous mechan-
ism. In the determination of a defect of motion ani-
mal experimentation has been called upon to supple-
ment observations in man, a possibility which is open
in a most limited way, when we come to the measure-

ment of sensation. In this field man must serve as

the object of experimentation, since he alone is capable
of describing his feelings.
Practically, as physicians, we are much less con-

scientious in our attempt to determine alterations of
sensation in various morbid conditions of the nervous

system than of motion. The latter is palpable; the
former is time-taking, and subject to many possibilities
of error, and the consequence is, we are too apt to
neglect any attempt at accuracy in our routine work
on the side of sensation. It is therefore with satis-
faction that we welcome any careful investigation de-
signed to briii"; out facts and formulate laws relative
to exact measurements of sensations. Arthur Mac-
Donald, of the United States Bureau of Education,
has recently presented a paper before the American
Psychological Association, in which he adds many
new experiments to those he has previously reported
in 1895 and 189G, on "Measurements of Pain."
In his early experiments, on 1,412 persons, he found

the following facts : that women are more sensitive to

pain than men ; that American professional men are

more sensitive than American business men ; that the
laboring classes arc much less sensitive to pain than
the non-laboring classes; that the women of the poorer
classes arc less sensitive than those in more comfort-
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